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freighted with all sorts of merchandise by venturous
pilots; for after he hath gotten into his hands so much
of other men's goods as will fill him to the upper deck,
away he sayles with it, and politickly runnes himself
on ground, to make the world beleeve he hath suffered
shipwreck."

It is only the language here that belongs to the
seventeenth century, all else is as applicable to-day
as if the writer was contributing to a modern review.
It is impossible to say anything about lying that is
original, and Dekker does not. Candle Light deals
chiefly with the vices of respectable citizens, and his
descriptions thereof are characterised by the same fear-
less and abounding humour that is found in his plays.
"The damask-coated citizen, that sat in his shop both
forenoon and afternoon, and lookt more sowerly on his
poore neighbours than if he had drunk a quart of
vineger at a draught, sneakes out of his own doores,
and slips into a taverne, where, either alone or with
some other that battles their money together, they soe
ply themselves with penny pots, which (like small shot)
goe off powring into their fat paunches, that at length
they have not an eye to see withal nor a good legge
to stand upon. In which pickle if ainye of them
happen to be justled downe by a post (that in spite of
them will take the wall, and so reeles them Into the
kennell), who takes them up or leades them home?
Who has them to bed and with a pillow smothes this
stealing so of good liquor, but that brazen-face Candle.
Light ? Nay more he entices their very prentices to
make their desperate sallies out, and quicke retyres in
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